FOSTER TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES
JULY 08, 2025
1968 CLEAR LAKE ROAD, WEST BRANCH, MI 48661

The meeting was called to order by the Supervisor at 6:00 p.m. with the Pledge of
Allegiance.
Present: Shirey, VanGoethem, Coleman, Cooper, Kaseman.

Motion by VanGoethem to amend the agenda to include additional items. Seconded by
Coleman. Vote: Ayes - Kaseman, Shirey, Coleman, VanGoethem, Cooper. Nays-None. Motion
carried.

Motion by VanGoethem to approve the minutes of the June 10, 2025 meeting and June 29,
2025 special meeting. Seconded by Shirey. Vote: Ayes - Kaseman, Shirey, Coleman,
VanGoethem, Cooper. Nays-None. Motion carried.

Treasurer report received and filed.

A resident inquired about the fire truck being parked outside. Supervisor noted that the
matter will be discussed further under a later agenda item.

Sexton reported that there were no burials.. The cemetery fence will be completed ofter
the gate installation is finished. Area also needs to be surveyed to be able to complete the
backside.

Fire Chief DuPage reported 11 EMS, 1 EMS transport, 11 EMS coverage, 1 PIA accident.

Motion by Shirey, seconded by Kaseman, to approve the hiring of a new Firefighter/EMT.
Vote: Ayes - Kaseman, Shirey, Coleman, VanGoethem, Cooper. Nays-None. Motion carried.

Fire Chief reported that he will further evaluate pricing options for laptops.

Motion by Shirey, seconded by Coleman, to adjust the sale price of the current fire truck
from $15,000 to $10,000. Vote: Ayes - Kaseman, Shirey, Coleman, VanGoethem, Cooper.
Nays-None. Motion carried.

Fire Chief proposed the purchase of a 2008 Quint for $16,000. He will speak with other
townships about jointly purchasing the truck and sharing its use. The Board will conduct
further review before making a decision. It was also noted that a current fire truck may be
sold to help offset the cost.

Fire Chief reported that three invoices were sent, including those to Consumers Energy,
EMS, and MAVIS.

Motion by Cooper, seconded by VanGoethem, to approve the corrections to the fire pay
verbiage. Vote: Ayes - Kaseman, Shirey, Coleman, VanGoethem, Cooper. Nays-None. Motion
carried.



Shirey reported that $700 was raised from the tournament, according to Devon. Devon
also requested to join the committee, to which the Board agreed. As a result, Devon is now
a member of the committee.

Motion by Kaseman, seconded by Coleman, to accept the bid from Nick's Tree Service in
the amount of $1,500 for the removal of trees obstructing the view exiting the transfer
station. Roll Call: VanGoethem-aye, Shirey-aye, Kaseman-aye, Coleman-aye, Cooper-aye.
Motion carried. 5 ayes, 0-nays.

Motion by Cooper, seconded by VanGoethem, to approve the Fire Department Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs). Vote: Ayes - Kaseman, Shirey, Coleman, VanGoethem,
Cooper. Nays-None. Motion carried.

Supervisor provided an update on the Losey Property. The matter will be further reviewed
by the Township attorney.

Motion was made by Shirey, seconded by VanGoethem, to approve the bills as presented,
totaling $18,107.68. Roll Call: Kaseman-aye, Coleman-aye, VanGoethem-aye, Shirey-aye,
Cooper-aye. Motion carried. 5 ayes, 0-nays.

Motion by Coleman, seconded by Cooper, to approve the new hire for the transfer station.
Roll Call: Kaseman-aye, Coleman-aye, Shirey-aye, Cooper-aye, VanGoethem-aye. Motion
carried. 5 ayes, 0-nays.

During public comment, a resident inquired further about the potential purchase of a
new fire truck. Additionally, another resident asked the Fire Chief about the estimated
value of the current truck that may be sold to help offset the cost. Another resident
added that a truck has been for sale to help offset the purchase of a new truck from April.
A further question was raised regarding the benefits and specific needs for acquiring a
ladder truck. Lastly, a resident wanted to verify the cost of township free dump day. An
additional concern was raised regarding trash being left behind when the dumpsters are
full.

Motion to adjourn by Coleman, seconded by VanGoethem. Meeting adjourned at 4:39 p.m.

Submitted by:

Nicole Cooper, Township Clerk



